
 
 

 

2018 Community Activist Fellowship 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the Wayfinder Foundation?  

Launched in the spring of 2017, the Wayfinder Foundation is a new national foundation that 

invests in women activists, supporting their fight to both end poverty and create thriving 

communities for our children. Wayfinder seeks to eliminate needless suffering caused by 

poverty, and to raise communities where families are economically secure and children have 

what they need to thrive.  We do this by investing in activists who are too often overlooked by 

traditional philanthropy, despite having high potential for building real power their 

neighborhoods. Our goal is to support and develop authentic constituencies who place 

demands on the systems that serve them, and who move marginalized communities from crisis 

and distress to health and prosperity. 

What grants are available? 

The Wayfinder Foundation will initially make investments in individual women activists through 

a fellowship model called the Community Activist Fellowship Program. In 2018, the Fellowship 

program will make awards of up to $5,000 to women activists in Indianapolis, Indiana; Los 

Angeles, California; Memphis, Tennessee, and Washington, DC.  

How many awards will be made? 

In 2018, Wayfinder expects to make up to 16 Fellowship awards in each of the key cities 

mentioned above for a total of 64 awards. 

Are there any specific issues or work that the Fellowship Program is interested in supporting? 

The Community Activist Fellowship awards are made to support individual activists in their 

work in their neighborhoods and communities.  We do not have a defined list of topics for the 

Fellowship program.  However, we want you to make the case that your activism work will have 

a meaningful impact on your neighborhood and community.  You must also make the case that 

you, as an activist, will also benefit from the Fellowship itself. 

What kinds of activism will the fellowship program support? 

The Fellowship program is designed to support individual activists in order to build their skills 

and capacity as community leaders. We do not have a defined list of activities for support. 

However, activities could include, but are not limited to: social media campaigns, organization, 

coalition building, public education, professional development, and advocacy. The Fellowship 

program will not support direct services such as a food pantry. 
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How are decisions made? 

Wayfinder will use a Community Review Committee comprised of community leaders, activists, 

professionals and others who have a broad range of knowledge and skills in their respective 

communities. Over time, we will include past fellows as a part of the Community Review 

Committees. 

How do I know if I am eligible to apply for the Community Activist Fellowship Program? 

Following are the criteria for the fellowship: 

● Applicants must be women, 18 years or older 
● Applicants may be working.  However, their income must be below 200% of the federal 

poverty level (FPL). For 2017 the FPL is $24,120 for an individual or $49,200 for a family 
of four.  

● Applicants must be living in the community where their work is taking place 
● For 2018, applicants must reside in DC, LA, Memphis or Indianapolis. 
● Applicants must be directly affected by, and/or have significant direct experience with 

the issues, policies, practices, and/or systems that is the focus of their activism efforts. 
 

How do I apply for the Community Activist Fellowship Program? 

You can apply at: https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=wayfinder.  

Can organizations apply on behalf of an individual? 

The Community Activist Fellowships will be awarded to individuals, not organizations.  The 

Wayfinder Foundation will operate as the host for the Fellows.  However, Fellows have the 

option of choosing a host organization in their respective cities.  In this case, the host 

organization must meet the criteria established by the Wayfinder Foundation. 

Where can I get additional information? 

If you have questions or need additional information, please email 

fellowships@wayfinder.foundation. 
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